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NOTES. 



SECOND DECENNIAL REVISION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CLASSIFICATION OF CAUSES OF DEATH, PARIS, JULY 
1-3, 1909. 

The classification of causes of death is fundamentaHn the preparation 
of uniform and comparable tables of mortality. Many years ago, in the 
old International Statistical Congress, the attempt was made to formu- 
late a classification of diseases that could be accepted generally through- 
out the world. For various reasons the effort was not successful, and 
up to within a comparatively recent period every nation, and in the 
United States nearly every State and city, had its own peculiar way of 
compiling statistics of causes of death. No one could be certain, on 
examining a statistical table of this kind, that the mortality from any 
disease was fully comparable with the data found in any other report. 

The beginning of the solution of this problem may be found in the 
Proceedings of the International Statistical Institute at Chicago in 1893, 
when Dr. Jacques Bertillon, as reporter of a special committee of the 
Institute, submitted the system which has now become recognized 
throughout the world as the International Classification of Causes of 
Death. The recommendations of the committee for the adoption of 
this classification were not generally followed at first, and it seemed 
probable that the effort would meet the fate of many previous attempts 
at international uniformity. The turning-point, from which may be 
dated the ultimate success of this classification, came with its formal 
adoption by the American Public Health Association at Ottawa in 1898, 
this action covering recommendations for its practical use in the national, 
state, provincial, and city reports of the United States, Canada, and 
Mexico. The report of the committee of the association which recom- 
mended this action, and of which Dr. Cressy L. Wilbur, now Chief Sta- 
tistician of the Census, was chairman, also suggested a revision of the 
classification then known as the Bertillon System, so that it would be 
in acceptable form for the census of 1900 and subsequent years, and 
provided also for a regular decennial revision, in order that the classi- 
fication might be kept abreast of the progress of medical science. 

These recommendations were approved by the International Statistical 
Institute. It may be noted, incidentally, that, according to a compila- 
tion of all of the recommendations made by the International Statistical 
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Institute since its foundation, the action relative to the International 
Classification has been the most completely and successfully carried out 
in practical statistics. The French government called the First Inter- 
national Commission at Paris in 1900, and the International Classifica- 
tion as revised by it has been used by the United States Census Office, 
all registration States, and nearly all registration cities in this country, 
since that date. Unfortunately, however, the registration officials and 
medical men who had contributed so largely to the adoption of the Inter- 
national Classification were not represented in the First Commission of 
Revision, and, as a result, some cities have failed to adopt the system 
and many offices have made modifications which have interfered more 
or less with perfect comparability. 

In order to avoid this unfortunate condition and to secure full repre- 
sentation of the important interests practically engaged in the compila- 
tion and study of statistics of causes of death, it was planned early by 
the Bureau of the Census to include representatives of the organized 
registration officials of the United States and of the medical profession, 
whose co-operation in the reporting of causes of death is absolutely 
necessary for successful results. It is very gratifying, therefore, that 
Congress provided that the Director of the Census should appoint three 
commissioners to represent the United States in the Second Decennial 
Revision called by the government of France to meet at Paris, July 1 to 
3, 1909, one to be chosen from the Census Office, one from the medical 
profession, and one from the organized registration officials of the United 
States. In accordance with this law, Hon. E. Dana Durand, Director of 
the Census, designated Dr. Cressy L. Wilbur, Chief Statistician for Vital 
Statistics of the Census Office, Dr. Frank P. Foster, chairman of the 
Committee on Nomenclature and Classification of Diseases of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, and Dr. Wilmer R. Batt, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Classification of Causes of Death of the Section on Vital Sta- 
tistics of the American Public Health Association, as the Census Com- 
mission. At the last moment Dr. Foster was unable to sail, but Drs. 
Wilbur and Batt proceeded to Paris, and there were also present as official 
delegates of the United States Dr. Frank L. Pleadwell, surgeon United 
States Navy, Dr. H. D. Geddings, assistant surgeon-general United 
States Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, Professor Walter F. 
Willcox, Cornell University, and Dr. William H. Guilfoy, registrar of 
records, city of Greater New York. 

The meetings of the commission were held in the Ministry of the In- 
terior, delegates from twenty-three countries being in attendance. A large 
amount of preliminary work had been done in other countries, as well 
as in the United States,* in the preparation and submission of sugges- 
tions which were printed for the use of the International Commission, 

* See Mortality Statistics, 1907, p. 16. 
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constituting a pamphlet of 130 pages.* The meetings were harmonious, 
and a commendable spirit was manifested by those in attendance in the 
matter of subordinating the individual preferences of each country to the 
general good. It was recognized that international uniformity could be 
attained in this way only. A considerable number of American recom- 
mendations were approved, notably that providing for a rearrangement 
of deaths from violent causes, which will aid greatly in the proper pre- 
sentation of the statistics of this important class of deaths. 

The detailed results of the revision will be printed (Prods verbaux), 
and the revised version will be available, therefore, for the use of the 
United States Census, and all State and city registration officials, begin- 
ning with the year 1910. The opportunity of thus starting out with 
the mortality statistics relating to the actual census year, which affords 
the data of population with which the mortality statistics must be 
compared, is of the greatest value, and it is highly gratifying that the 
wishes of the United States for the advancement of the date of the 
International Revision from 1910 to 1909 were acceded to by the 
French government and the other countries participating. 

In accordance with a resolution of the International Commission an 
official version of the titles is to be prepared in each language represented. 
The English translation is to be prepared by Dr. Wilbur, aided by the 
other American delegates and Hon. G. W. Knibbs, Commonwealth Sta- 
tistician of Australia. This will provide precisely the same tabular list 
for all English-speaking countries that have adopted the International 
Classification. 

The active interest of the United States in the promotion of interna- 
tional uniformity was accorded a very graceful recognition in the bestow- 
ing of the vice-presidency of the International Commission upon Dr. 
Wilbur, who was called upon to preside over one of the sessions. 

The sessions closed on July 3, and on July 4 the delegates were received 
by the President of France and Mme. Fallieres. They also participated 
in the sessions of the International Statistical Institute, which were 
held in the week following those of the Commission of Revision. 

The next revision will be called in 1919 and under the auspices of 
the French government, unless other provision is made. It is to be 
hoped, however, in view of the great advancement of American vital 
statistics and the important part that this country has played in the 
extension of the International Classification, that the Third Decen- 
nial Revision will be called by the American government to meet at 
Washington. 

c. w. D. 

* Expose sommaire des observations pre'sente'es par diverses autorites statistiques a 
la Commission Internationale chargee de la revision decennale de la Nomenclature Inter- 
nationale des Maladies. Deuxieme session, 1909. 



